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NEW BILL/LSR         

(start here) 
Introduced in the House 

HOUSE 

Introduced in the Senate 

First and second reading First and second reading First and second reading 

Referred to one of the 

standing committees 

Referred to one of the 

standing committees 

Committee Considers bills, holds public 

hearings, then reports on the bill 

Bill goes back to      

committee 

Committee Considers bills, holds public 

hearings, then reports on the bill 

Bill tabled Bill tabled 

Debate, amendments, and third reading of bill 

to full House. Then the House votes on the bill 

Sent to a new House 

Committee 

Ought to Pass (OTP) Inexpedient to Legislate (ITL) 

Debate, amendments, and third reading of bill 

to full Senate. Then the Senate votes on the bill 

Sent to a new Senate 

Committee 

Ought to Pass (OTP) Inexpedient to Legislate (ITL) 

Inexpedient to Legislate (ITL) Inexpedient to Legislate (ITL) 

Bill crosses over 

SENATE 

First and second reading First and second reading 

Referred to one of the 

standing committees 

Referred to one of the 

standing committees 

Committee Considers bills, holds public 

hearings, then reports on the bill 

Committee Considers bills, holds public 

hearings, then reports on the bill 

Debate, amendments, and third reading of bill 

to full House. Then the House votes on the bill 

Ought to Pass (OTP) Inexpedient to Legislate (ITL) 

Debate, amendments, and third reading of bill 

to full Senate. Then the Senate votes on the bill 

Ought to Pass (OTP) Inexpedient to Legislate (ITL) 

Inexpedient to Legislate (ITL) Inexpedient to Legislate (ITL) 

Rereferred 

Bill goes back to      

committee 

Bill tabled Bill tabled 

THE BILL BECOMES LAW 

Rereferred 

Bill is enrolled and sent 

to the Governor 

The Governor signs the bill or fails 

to sign it with five days (except 

when the Legislature Adjourns) 

Bill returns to the original 

body (House for House 

Bills (HB) and Senate for 

Senate Bills (SB) 

Bill dies  

House and Senate 

fail in getting a 

2/3rd majority vote 

to pass in  both 

House and Senate gets a 

2/3rd majority vote to 

pass in  both 

Bill returns to the original 

body (House for House 

Bills (HB) and Senate for 

Senate Bills (SB) 

Ought to Pass as/with                 

Amended/Amendment (OTPA) 

Original bill could be sent to a 

committee of conference made up 

of members from both bodies to 

reach an agreed version 

Original body rejects 

amended version of bill 

Or.. 

Report sent to both bodies 

to vote on the committee 

of conference’s version of 

the bill 

Both bodies concur 

(agree) with the amended 

version of the bill 

Committee agrees on 

amended version of bill 

One or both bodies rejects the 

committee of conference’s 

version of the bill 

Committee does not agree on 

amended version of bill 

Bill dies  

Bill dies  Follow this link to learn about more legislative terminology 

Bill dies  

SENATE 

HOUSE 

https://www.nhcdd.nh.gov/
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/lsr_search/
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/lsr_search/
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/committees/standingcommittees.aspx
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/committees/standingcommittees.aspx
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/Senate/committees/senate_committees.aspx
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/Senate/committees/senate_committees.aspx
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/committees/standingcommittees.aspx
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/committees/standingcommittees.aspx
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/Senate/committees/senate_committees.aspx
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/Senate/committees/senate_committees.aspx
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/senate/
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/committees/standingcommittees.aspx
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/committees/standingcommittees.aspx
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/Senate/committees/senate_committees.aspx
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/Senate/committees/senate_committees.aspx
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/indexes/default.aspx
https://ask.loc.gov/law/faq/334496?loclr=bloglaw
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/committee_of_conference/
https://ask.loc.gov/law/faq/334496?loclr=bloglaw
https://ask.loc.gov/law/faq/334496?loclr=bloglaw
https://www.congress.gov/help/legislative-glossary
https://ask.loc.gov/law/faq/334496?loclr=bloglaw
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/senate/
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/

